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INTRODUCTION
As the municipal election season in Chicago picks up, the city is entering an important period for 
holding current and potential future elected officials accountable to the needs and demands of 
communities throughout the city. The Chicago Immigration Policy Working Group and members of 
the Campaign to Expand Sanctuary are actively engaging candidates and elected officials, 
including the current administration, on two pressing issues related to the Asian, Latinx, and Black 
communities in our city:  the Chicago’s Welcoming City Ordinance (WCO) and the Chicago Police 
Department’s gang database 
 
The Chicago Immigration Policy Group and members of the Campaign to Expand Sanctuary asked 
all candidates running for mayor in Chicago in 2019 to respond to questions about where they 
stand on these two crucial policy issues. The responses from the seven candidates who 
responded are listed here in full.

The Chicago Immigration Policy 
Working Group is made up of 
more than 20 organizations, in 
support of immigrant-friendly 
policies that serves to promote 
safety and protect all residents 
of Chicago. In 2016, the Policy 
Working Group successfully 
advocated for stronger 
protections in the Welcoming 
City Ordinance and currently 
leads the Campaign to Expand 
Sanctuary, which will further de-
criminalize communities of color 
and seeks to end the practice of 
racist policing.

About the Authors

Chicago Community and Workers' Rights
Centro de Trabajadores Unidos
Brighton Park Neighborhood Council
HANA Center
Jewish Council on Urban Affairs
Mujeres Latinas en Acción
Enlace Chicago
Latino Union of Chicago
Community Activism Law Alliance
Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
Asian Americans Advancing Justice- Chicago
United Congress of Community and Religious Organizations
Organized Communities Against Deportations
Mijente
Southwest Organizing Project
Chicago Religious Leadership Network on Latin America
 
Further signed by:
 
Access Living/Cambiando Vidas
No Cop Academy
Chicago Jobs with Justice
Community Renewal Society

The Candidate Questionnaire was signed by members of the Chicago 
Immigration Policy Working Group and the Campaign to Expand Sanctuary:

Supporting Organizations



Candidate Responses
Toni Preckwinkle

LaShawn Ford

Welcoming City Ordinance - Support
As County Board President, I stood up against the U.S. Department of Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) and refused their request to hold undocumented individuals in 
the jail after they have secured their freedom. As a candidate for Mayor, I have called for the 
end to the carve outs in the Welcoming City ordinance that empowers Chicago police to 
work hand in hand with ICE. I’m working with the lead sponsor of the City’s Welcoming City 
ordinance and the broader community coalition to make this a reality.

Welcoming City Ordinance - Support
At the state level I have always supported our sanctuary state model, and I am willing to take 
the sanctuary concept to new and more protective levels. So yes, I do support amending the 
Welcoming City Ordinance, and I promise to work toward the purest sanctuary city model in 
the country, designed "with" not "for" those without documentation and their allies. The 
Chicago police, even though we have a most seriously flawed system, are able to deal with 
violent and non-violent crimes in a way that does not get confused with a person’s presence 
in this country.

Welcoming City Ordinance - Partial Support
I'm the daughter of hard-working Mexican immigrants. As mayor, Chicago will remain a 
beacon among sanctuary cities in this country, celebrating our city’s rich diversity as a 
destination for so many cultures and ethnicities from across the globe. I’ll ensure it remains 
so and will stand up to ICE and Donald Trump at every turn as they attempt to bring harm to 
immigrant families. I support expanding Chicago’s Welcoming City Ordinance with due 
process put in place for those who may have pending felony charges or open warrants. I 
believe in keeping families together.

Susana Mendoza
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The Chicago Welcoming City Ordinance limits collaboration between Chicago police and federal
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), directing the police to disregard ICE warrants and 
detainers and to restrict ICE access to City facilities and information. The current ordinance includes 
four exceptions to the general rule to not arrest or hold anyone based solely on an ICE warrant or hold 
request. These exceptions involve individuals with prior felony convictions, pending felony charges, 
open warrants, or listing in the city’s gang database.
 
We asked: Do you support or oppose amending the Welcoming City Ordinance to remove these 
exceptions? Please elaborate on your position. (Max. 100 words) 

WELCOMING CITY ORDINANCE (WCO)

CANDIDATES WHO 
DID NOT RESPOND
 

William M. Daley
Garry McCarthy

Willie Wilson
Robert Fioretti

Neal Sales-Griffin
 



Welcoming City Ordinance - Support
I support removing the exceptions. ICE’s policy related to arrest and detainment is rooted 
in xenophobia and has an adverse and draconian impact on people of color. It’s 
institutional bigotry disguised as a race-neutral matter of national security, of which our 
campaign vehemently condemns.

Amara Enyia

Welcoming City Ordinance - Oppose
I support the Welcoming City Ordinance but do not support changes that will impede law 
enforcement's ability to remove dangerous criminals from the street who often victimize 
immigrants. Any future changes to the Ordinance must have the input of both the 
community and City agencies including the Chicago Police Department. It’s important to 
note that when I was CEO of the Chicago Public Schools, it was our policy and practice to 
provide no information on students or families to outside agencies unless there was a 
serious health-safety issue. We needed no ordinance to take that position.

Paul Vallas

Welcoming City Ordinance - Did Not Commit
The Trump administration is committing countless abuses on migrants and refugees, and 
as long as he stays in office Chicago law enforcement should refuse to coordinates with 
federal agencies in any way. We are fully capable of policing ourselves in a responsible 
and fair way.
 

Gery Chico
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Candidate Responses

Welcoming City Ordinance - Support
I have spent many years working in support of the immigrant community. For instance, I took 
on a pro bono case representing a Liberian immigrant who testified in federal court against 
his principal torturer. More recently, I’ve helped raised hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
support the National Immigrant Justice Center. These issues are very important to me. I 
support amending the Welcoming City Ordinance to remove the listed exceptions, especially 
where the ICE warrant or hold request is not signed by a judge. I would only comply with 
valid warrants or court orders that are signed by a judge.

Lori Lightfoot

Welcoming City Ordinance - Oppose
More than ever, the concept of sanctuary is important to ensure basic human rights and 
human safety. And, we must carefully balance this with public safety. Our laws in Illinois are 
written, and the legal process has been designed, to take prior convictions into account when 
investigating and charging crimes. I am not in favor of amending the ordinance to remove 
these exceptions at this time. There are well-documented and legitimate concerns with the 
gang database. I support reviewing the issues with the gang database, and depending on the 
results of that review, amending the ordinance accordingly.

Jerry Joyce



THE CHICAGO GANG DATABASE
The Chicago gang database is a list of 195,000 Chicagoans who have been “tagged” as gang members.
Individuals tagged in the database often suffer harsh consequences, including loss of job opportunities,
harsher sentencing, and, for immigrants, detention and deportation (under an exception to the 
Welcoming City Ordinance). 97% of individuals listed in Chicago’s gang database are Black and Latinx. 
In March 2018, the Office of Inspector General announced its own independent investigation into 
Chicago’s gang database, confirming advocates’ concerns about the database as a tool to criminalize 
communities of color, with zero accountability, due process, or oversight.
 
We asked: Do you support or oppose ending the City’s gang database? Please elaborate on your 
position. (Max. 100 words)
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Toni Preckwinkle

LaShawn Ford

Gang Database - Support
I support ending the City’s gang database. The database has been exposed as inaccurate 
and racially discriminatory, allowing the Chicago Police Department to have unlimited 
discretion to criminalize Black and Latinx individuals without consistent guidelines or 
approval requirements, and then turn this information over to ICE. This perpetuates a 
flawed criminal justice system, as these unfairly identified individuals suffer the 
consequences.

Gang Database - Did Not Commit
I agree with all of these critiques. The database is highly problematic in its conception. We 
do need to deal with gang-related crime, but within the law, and not presume guilt. Too 
often the gang database catches people in the system without definitive verification. 
Friends, siblings, associates, past gang members cannot be labeled as gang affiliated 
through police discretion. A name in a database leads to increase risk of getting picked 
up, treated differently by police, in the courts, and can have implications for solitary 
confinement in the jail/prison system. This is an important program in reducing over-
incarceration in Chicago.

Gang Database - Did Not Commit
As mayor, I will work tirelessly to root out the injustices that disproportionately impact 
communities of color in our criminal justice system. But I also recognize that we must use 
every tool at our disposal to keep our communities safe. I believe the gang database 
needs significant reform, and I would like to see the results and reform recommendations 
of the Office of Inspector General’s investigation before making a final judgement on 
ending the database.

Susana Mendoza
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Gang Database - Did Not Commit
I will decommission CPD’s “gang database” (it is actually several databases) and impose strict 
guidelines for operating and maintaining any replacement database so it only includes 
intelligence collected from real, credible police investigations and is regularly audited to 
ensure information remains relevant and credible. The guidelines must be public and subject 
to audit by the Public Safety Inspector General. Additionally, I will prohibit CPD from sharing 
information from the databases with ICE. Any future database must also provide a fair and 
transparent mechanism for an individual to seek removal from the database.

Lori Lightfoot

Gang Database - Support
I support abolishing the database. Policies long on maligning people of color at a rate of 
97%, and short on accountability, due process, and oversight add insult to the injury past 
administrations have incurred on Chicago’s households and communities of color.

Amara Enyia

Gang Database - Did Not Commit
The current data base needs to be significantly revised and there are national best practice 
models that can be followed. I support having a data base that documents criminal records 
and does not label, punish or discriminate against people because of race. The current gang 
data base should be replaced with a system that collects accurate nondiscriminatory data, 
routinely purged when the information is outdated, stores data that protects the innocent and 
does not unfairly label people. Additionally, entry into this data base should be based on a 
specific gang membership model criteria and proper training for CPD Officers.

Paul Vallas

Gang Database - Oppose
The city gang database needs significant reform at the very least. I am reluctant to rule 
out law enforcement tools, but will require extensive modifications and restrictions if the 
database is to continue.

Gery Chico

Gang Database - Did Not Commit
I am a proponent of addressing our current public safety crisis and support the need for 
gang suppression but this is an area where Chicago lags behind the rest of the nation and 
we need address that early on. I support an overhaul of the gang database that reflects 
recent public hearings and research. This includes an update to the criteria that places one 
on the list and a clear and accessible appeal process for removal of a name. The database 
must also be significantly updated and reviewed to address historical problems, including 
misidentification.

Jerry Joyce



Toni Preckwinkle

Welcoming City Ordinance - Support

Gang Database - Support

CANDIDATE RESPONSES

LaShawn Ford

Welcoming City Ordinance - Support

Gang Database - Did Not Commit

Susana Mendoza

Welcoming City Ordinance - Partial Support

Gang Database - Did Not Commit

Jerry Joyce

Welcoming City Ordinance - Oppose

Gang Database - Partial Support

Lori Lightfoot

Welcoming City Ordinance - Support

Gang Database - Partial Support

Amara Enyia

Welcoming City Ordinance - Support

Gang Database - Support

Paul Vallas

Welcoming City Ordinance - Oppose

Gang Database - Did Not Commit
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Gery Chico

Welcoming City Ordinance - Did Not Commit

Gang Database - Oppose



In-Person Early Voting and Registration
For the Feb. 26 Municipal Election, Chicago voters will be able to use any Early Voting & Registration 
location in the city from Feb. 11 through Feb. 25.
 
Voters can visit the Loop Super Site is at 175 W. Washington St. to cast ballots. Outside of the Loop Super 
Site, early voting and registration runs from February 11, 2019 to February 25, 2019. During early voting, you 
may vote at any early voting location, regardless of your residence. Voters can also register to vote on 
Election Day.
 
For a list of early voting locations, visit: https://chicagoelections.com/en/early-voting.html

Election Day
To find out where your Election Day voting location is, visit: https://chicagoelections.com/en/your-voter-
information.html

ABOUT VOTING

Election Day 

is Tuesday, 

February 26, 2019
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Polls open 6:00 am-7:00 pm

https://chicagoelections.com/en/early-voting.html
https://chicagoelections.com/en/your-voter-information.html

